Stronger Reasoning & Decision
Making:
Training Tools & Techniques

Evaluating Written Argumentation

The Rubric for Evaluating Written Argumentation (REWA) is designed to provide detailed feedback on written
material intended to argue persuasively on behalf of a given claim, opinion, or recommendation. REWA
addresses eight different aspects of sound and effective writing: Purpose and Focus, Depth of Thought, Thesis,
Reasoning, Organization, Voice, Grammar and Vocabulary, and Mechanics of Presentation. REWA presents
the criteria for effective written communication. ‘Highly Developed’ writing (leftmost column) describes the
desired performance in each area and ‘Developed’ writing describes a minimal standard for effective
communications. Lesser ratings detail degrees of error or shortcoming.
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